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Biometrics to Save Money and Ensure Integrity of
Federal Child Care Program

(JACKSON, Miss.) — In the latest Kiplinger Letter, dated October 5, 2012, it is noted that there is a
nationwide trend toward biometric technology to improve security, prevent fraud, reduce payroll errors
and lower liability. Options for biometrics include fingerprinting, palm vein and iris scans, gait and hand-
wave recognition. So far, scans have shown to be most reliable which the Mississippi Department of
Human Services, Division of Early Childhood Care and Development has chosen for the new MS e-
Childcare System.

Tough economic times have called for many changes in the way state and federal programs are
administered across the U.S. DEECD implemented changes in how it administers the Child Care
Certificate Program to save federal dollars and increase the number of children who could potentially be
served. These changes will streamline operations and add online applications and biometrics to increase
efficiencies and reduce costs while ensuring the integrity of the program.

DEECD has been actively working to inform and advise all providers and parents enrolled in the Child
Care Certificate Program about the upcoming changes to the Child Care Payment Program and the move
to the MS e-Childcare System (biometrics/finger scans). The agency understands that change can be
unsettling, but through training and the availability of up-to-date, accurate information which can be
found at www.childcareinfo.ms, it hopes to dispel the numerous misconceptions about the program.

DECCD is working to maximize federal dollars so that more low-income families in Mississippi have
access to quality child care. Through these changes, a larger population of low-income families can be
served so Mississippians can move from welfare to work.
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FAQs:

1.
2.

MS e-Childcare is not linked with any other system.

The scans are not fingerprints. When the finger image is scanned, points from the image are
converted to a number and will serve as a personal identification number (PIN) which identifies
the person that can check the child in or out. All primary caregivers i.e., parent(s), must be
scanned.

Attendance/payment policies are not changing.
Training is mandated for providers in the program.

The cost for the program is funded through the federal Child Care Development Fund at an
approximate cost of $1.6M per fiscal year.

There are approximately 18,600 children currently enrolled in the program with about 8,000
waiting to be served.
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