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Foreword 

On behalf of the Mississippi Department of Human Services, the Division of Youth Services is hon-

ored to present this 2023 Annual Report. The primary purposes of the Mississippi Juvenile Justice Sys-

tem, in conjunction with maintaining public safety, are promoting rehabilitation and successful reinte-

gration of youth into their community. It is our hope that this report will highlight specific trends and 

aid our state in reducing the number of youths involved in the Mississippi Juvenile Justice System.   

The Mississippi Department of Human Services would like the report to serve as a resource for 

stakeholders as we seek improvements in our juvenile justice efforts.  Through partnerships with other 

state agencies, youth court judges, and stakeholders, the Mississippi Department of Human Services con-

tinues to seek community-based alternatives for youth within our juvenile justice system. In addition, by 

developing relationships with schools, parents, and community partners, we are optimistic that we will 

see positive outcomes in Mississippi’s Juvenile Justice System. 

 

Rachelle S. Richardson                     .         

Rachelle S. Richardson, JD, Deputy Executive Director 
Age-Related Programs 

 
Toni Y. Kersh                               . 

Toni Y. Kersh, Division Director 
Division of Youth Services  
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Division of Youth Services 

PURPOSE 
The Division of Youth Services (DYS) administers the community services and institutional programs for 
juveniles who have been adjudicated delinquent in Mississippi Youth Courts or who are at risk of be-
coming delinquent. DYS provides professional counseling, probation supervision and related services to 
children in their home communities, as well as education, rehabilitation and treatment services to chil-
dren committed to institutional care.  
 
 
MDHS MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of the Mississippi Department of Human Services is to offer Mississippians young and old 
tangible help today to create lasting hope for tomorrow.  
 
 
VISION 
The vision of the Mississippi Department of Human Services is that every child experience success in 
caring families and nurturing communities that cherish children and teach them to value family and 
community.   
 
 
COMMUNITY SERVICES PROGRAMS 
 
Goals  
• To ensure a balanced approach of accountability, competency development and community safety 

while providing quality services that addresses the needs of children, their families, individual vic-
tims and the community.  

• To test the effectiveness of community-based programs on reducing commitments to institutional 
care.  

• To establish multi-agency, cooperative partnerships with local communities.  
• To establish uniformity in DYS services, case management practices and procedures.  
 
Services 

Probation and After-Care Services are provided to juveniles referred to the Youth Courts in all 
82 counties in Mississippi. Individual, group and family counseling,  pre-court investigations, case man-
agement, referral and placement services are provided by Social Services Specialists.  
 

The Interstate Commission for Juveniles, is the governing body of the Interstate Compact for 
Juveniles (ICJ). The Commission works to preserve child welfare, protection of juveniles, and the public. 
Its purpose is accomplished through the cooperative supervision of delinquent juveniles on probation or 
parole who move to Mississippi; the return of runaways, absconders, and escapees; the return of juve-
niles charged as delinquent; and additional measures that any two or more party states may find desira-
ble.  
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Division of Youth Services 

INSTITUTIONAL PROGRAMS 
Oakley Youth Development Center (Oakley), located in rural Hinds County, incorporates holistic, thera-

peutic programs to promote rehabilitation. Oakley serves both boys and girls aged 12 to 17, who have 

been adjudicated delinquent by a local youth court for a felony-level offense and committed to the custo-

dy of the Mississippi Department of Human Services for placement at Oakley.  

 

Goals 
• Provide rehabilitative services to at-risk youth.  
• Promote public safety in communities.  
• Reduce the risk of re-offending.  
• Address the specific criminogenic factors causing delinquent behavior.  
 
 Intake and Admissions: Staff work through a diagnostic and evaluation protocol which gathers 
medical, dental, recreational, educational, vocational and psychological data on each student. Students 
receive a complete physical and full-scale psychological assessment which includes personality profil-
ing, drug and alcohol abuse risk questionnaire, suicide risk assessment, academic testing and a trauma 
risk assessment tool called the Trauma Symptom Checklist for Children.  
 
 Mental Health and Rehabilitative Programs: The psycho-educational program offered is de-
signed to build basic concepts of self-discipline, self-worth, personal responsibility, and respect for law-
ful authority. Individual and Group Counseling provides Dialectical Behavior Therapy (DBT), Cognitive 
Behavior Therapy (CBT), social skills development, anger management, sex education that includes in-
formation on sexually transmitted diseases and abstinence, drug and alcohol awareness, character edu-
cation, sexual offender counseling and psycho-correctional skills. The Honors Program (HP) is a volun-
tary program for eligible youth which combines specialized classes with work projects designed to ben-
efit other youth at the facility and the public. The program allows youth to participate in the election 
process, contribute to the local community and learn to preserve the environment. Youth attend special 
classes, participate in the student government which helps direct the students’ program activities, en-
gage in work projects both on the Oakley campus and in the local community to earn additional privileg-
es.  
 
 Academic and Career & Technical Educational Programs: Students are placed in academic 
and vocational classes at Williams School on the Oakley campus according to their previous school 
placement and additional educational evaluation. This enables students to continue their educational 
advancement during their commitment. DYS' non-public school is accredited by the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Education to provide a curriculum in conformity with the DYS mission and accreditation re-
quirements.  
• Local Area Network (LAN) Computer Labs provide remedial, job interest assessment and cognitive 

development, facilitated by the Cognitive Development Program.  
• Electronic classrooms allow students to experience "virtual" field trips and view satellite downlinks 

of various programs.  
• Williams School has a licensed library/media specialist who provides instructional planning and de-

livery assistance to students and teachers.  
• GED Preparation and Testing is offered to eligible students.  
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Division of Youth Services 

• ACT® preparation and testing is offered to students who have graduated or earned a GED.  
• Career Technical Education funds and grants are used to provide programs such as Welding, Car-

pentry, Small Engine Repair, Auto Body Repair, Basic Business Computer and Custodial Maintenance. 

• Students who are eligible can take the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) test. 
• A majority of the teachers are dual certified in their subject areas and Special Education. 
• Students take their Subject Area Test Program (SATP) or Mississippi Academic Assessment Program 

(MAAP) test, while enrolled in the Williams School.  
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State Level Statistical Data 

The following section contains state level statistics on the following topics: 

• Demographic characteristics of youth 

• Total number of youth, cases and referrals handled by youth courts 

• Referral intakes and intake decisions 

• Court processing 

• Most common offenses committed by race and gender 

•  Post-disposition sanctions 

• Oakley Youth Development Center admissions 

MDHS does not make any warranties or representations regarding the validity, accuracy, or reliability of 

the data used from MYCIDS. 
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Demographic Characteristics of MS Courts 

Mississippi 
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Characteristics of Youth Courts 

Mississippi 
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Characteristics of Youth Courts 

Mississippi 
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Referral Intakes 

Mississippi 
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Referral Sources 

Mississippi 

* Includes Other, family/other, school/other, DYS/Other, victim/other
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Intakes per Month 

Mississippi 
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Intakes per Month 

Mississippi 
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Intake Decisions 

Mississippi 

Intake Decision Frequency %

Formally Petitioned 10,391 64.3%

Informal Adjustment 1,002 6.2%

Diverted 3,644 22.6%

Referred to Drug Court 61 0.4%

No Order Issued 1,053 6.5%

Total 16,151 100.0%

2  Diverted: take no action ordered, child warned or 

   counseled informally, MDHS monitor child or family 

   informally, parents warned or counseled

Intake Decisions1

1  Data Source: MYCIDS
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Flow Chart of Court Processing 

Mississippi 
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Offenses Committed by Youth (see Appendix B) 

Mississippi 
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Offense Severity by Sex and Race1,2 

Mississippi 
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Post-Disposition Sanctions 

Mississippi 
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Referrals by County (N=16,151) 

Mississippi 
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Cases by County (N=10,777) 

Mississippi 
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County Reports 

The following section contains county level statistics on the following topics: 

• Total number of youth, cases and referrals handled by individual youth courts 

• Demographic characteristics of youth 

• Referral intakes and intake decisions 

• Most common offenses committed by youth in individual courts 

• Post-disposition sanctions 

• Oakley Youth Development Center admissions 
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Adams County (1) 
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Alcorn County (2) 
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Amite County (3) 
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Attala County (4) 
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Benton County (5) 
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Bolivar County (6) 
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Calhoun County (7) 



30 

 

 

Carroll County (8) 
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Chickasaw County (9) 



32 

 

 

Choctaw County (10) 
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Claiborne County (11) 
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Clarke County (12) 
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Clay County (13) 
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Coahoma County (14) 
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Copiah County (15) 
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Covington County (16) 
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Desoto County (17) 
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Forrest County (18) 
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Franklin County (19) 
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George County (20) 
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Greene County (21) 
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Grenada County (22) 
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Hancock County (23) 
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Harrison County (24) 



47 

 

 

Hinds County (25) 
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Holmes County (26) 
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Humphreys County (27) 
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Issaquena County (28) 
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Itawamba County (29) 
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Jackson County (30) 
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Jasper County (31) 
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Jefferson County (32) 
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Jefferson Davis County (33) 
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Jones County (34) 
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Kemper County (35) 
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Lafayette County (36) 
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Lamar County (37) 
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Lauderdale County (38) 
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Lawrence County (39) 
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Leake County (40) 
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Lee County (41) 
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Leflore County (42) 
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Lincoln County (43) 
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Lowndes County (44) 
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Madison County (45) 
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Marion County (46) 



69 

 

 

Marshall County (47) 
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Monroe County (48) 
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Montgomery County (49) 
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Neshoba County (50) 
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Newton County (51) 
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Noxubee County (52) 



75 

 

 

Oktibbeha County (53) 
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Panola County (54) 
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Pearl River County (55) 
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Perry County (56) 
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Pike County (57) 
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Pontotoc County (58) 
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Prentiss County (59) 
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Quitman County (60) 
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Rankin County (61) 
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Scott County (62) 
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Sharkey County (63) 
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Simpson County (64) 
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Smith County (65) 
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Stone County (66) 
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Sunflower County (67) 
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Tallahatchie County (68) 
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Tate County (69) 
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Tippah County (70) 
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Tishomingo County (71) 
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Tunica County (72) 
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Union County (73) 
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Walthall County (74) 
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Warren County (75) 
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Washington County (76) 
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Wayne County (77) 
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Webster County (78) 
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Wilkinson County (79) 
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Winston County (80) 
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Yalobusha County (81) 
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Yazoo County (82) 
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Appendix A  

ADJUDICATION: The process of rendering a judicial decision as to whether the facts alleged in a petition 
or other pleading are true. An adjudicatory hearing is a civil youth court proceeding in which it is deter-
mined whether the allegations of the delinquency petition are supported by legally admissible evidence 
beyond a reasonable doubt. This is analogous to the trial to determine guilt in a criminal case. .  

BURGLARY: The breaking into and entering of a building with intent to commit a crime.  

CERTIFICATION: A term generally used to refer to the process of transferring a minor’s case from the 
youth court to the criminal court for prosecution.  

CHILD ABUSE: “physical or mental injury, sexual abuse, negligent treatment or maltreatment of a child 
by a person who is responsible for the child’s welfare under circumstances which indicate that the 
child’s health or welfare is harmed or threatened…” (Child Abuse Protection and Treatment Act,1 Pub. 
Law 94-94. 1974).  
 
CHILD NEGLECT: Failure by a parent or custodian to tender appropriate care to a child; an act of omis-
sion by the person legally responsible for a child’s well-being. Failure to provide a child with suitable 
food, shelter, clothing, hygiene, medical care or parental supervision.  

COMMIT: To send a person to prison, to an asylum, workhouse, or reformatory by lawful authority.  

COMPLAINANT: Synonymous with “plaintiff.”  

COMPLAINT: The first or initiatory pleading on the part of the complainant, or plaintiff, in a civil action. 
The initiating pleading in a criminal or civil case, filed by the moving party and setting out the cause of 
action.  

CONTEMPT OF COURT: Any act calculated to embarrass, hinder or obstruct a court in the administra-
tion of justice, or calculated to lessen its authority or dignity. Contempt proceedings are of two kinds: 
direct and indirect. Direct contempt are those violations committed in the immediate presence of the 
court. Indirect contempt is the term chiefly used with reference to the failure or refusal to obey a lawful 
order.  

CONTRACT: An oral or written agreement between two or more parties which is enforceable by law.  

CUSTODY: The right to or responsibility of a child’s care and control, carrying with it the duty of provid-
ing food, shelter, medical care, education and discipline.  

DETENTION: The temporary confinement of a youth by a public officer pursuant to law.  

DETENTION HEARING: A judicial hearing to determine the interim custody of a minor pending an adju-
dication of the petition. sentencing phase in a criminal case.  

Youth Court Terms and Definitions 
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Appendix A 

DISPOSITION: The order of a juvenile court determining what is to be done with a minor already ad-
judged to be within the court’s jurisdiction. This phase of the juvenile proceedings is analogous to the 
sentencing phase in a criminal case. 

DIVERSION: A procedure utilized to handle relatively minor behavior problems informally, without re-
ferral to the youth court for adjudication.  

DUE PROCESS: The constitutionally guaranteed right of persons be treated by the law with fundamental 
fairness. These rights include the right to adequate notice in advance of the hearing, the right to counsel, 
the right to confront and cross-examine witnesses, the right to decline to give self-incriminating testimo-
ny, and the right to have allegations of conduct that would be criminal if committed by an adult proven 
beyond a reasonable doubt.  

EMBEZZLEMENT: The fraudulent appropriation by a person to his own use or benefit of property or 
money entrusted to him by another.  

EVIDENCE:  The available body of proof put forth during a trial for the purpose of  proving the defend-
ant committed the alleged offense. 

EXHIBIT: A paper, document or other article produced and exhibited to a court during a trial or hearing.  

EXPUNGEMENT: The destruction or sealing of records of minors or adults, after the passage of a speci-
fied period of time or when the person reaches a specified age and has not committed another offense.  

FALSE PRETENSES: A designed behavior intended to deceive or misrepresent of existing facts or condi-
tions.  

FELONY: A serious crime generally punishable by imprisonment in a state or federal penitentiary for 
more than one (1) year.  

FOSTER CARE: A form of substitute care, usually in a home licensed by a public agency, for children 
whose welfare requires that they be removed from their own homes.  

FRAUD: An intentional perversion of truth; deceitful practice or device resorted to with intent to de-
prive another of property or other right, or in some manner to do him injury.  

HEARING: A trial or other proceeding before a judicial officer.  

JURISDICTION: 1) The power of a particular court to hear cases involving certain categories of person 
or allegation. 2) A geographical area subject to a particular law or court.  

MISDEMEANOR: A crime less serious than a felony, usually punishable by a fine or incarceration in a 
city or county jail for less than a year.  

 

Youth Court Terms and Definitions 
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PAROLE: The release of a youth from detention on certain conditions, and suspension of commitment 
during the period of relief.  

PARTIES: The persons who are actively concerned in the prosecution or defense of legal proceedings.  

PETITION: A civil pleading filed to initiate a matter in juvenile court, setting forth the alleged grounds 
for the court to take jurisdiction of the case and asking the court to intervene.  

PROBATION: The process to release an offender under a suspension of sentence, during good behavior, 
and generally under the supervision of a probation officer. In youth court, a disposition which allows the 
defendant or the minor to remain at liberty under the supervision of a probation officer and usually re-
quired compliance with certain conditions.  

PROSECUTOR: A lawyer who represents the government by instigating the prosecution against the par-
ty who he suspects to be guilty and has the burden of proving the allegations in the petition beyond a 
reasonable doubt in youth court proceedings.  

STATUS OFFENSE: The term essentially refers to non-criminal misbehavior, which would not be crimi-
nal if committed by the adult (e.g., truancy, runaway, etc.). The behavior is an offense only because of the 
minor’s status as a minor.  

STATUTE: A law enacted by a state legislature or the U.S. Congress.  

TESTIMONY: A statement or declaration made to establish a fact or facts and given under other.  

TRANSFER: The sending of a case from the juvenile court to adult court for trial or returning a case to 
the Youth Court for prosecution. 

 

 

Youth Court Terms and Definitions 
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Contact Information 

Robert Anderson, Executive Director, Mississippi Department of Human Services 

Bob.Anderson@mdhs.ms.gov  

 

Rachelle Richardson, JD, Deputy Executive Director of Age-Related Programs 

Rachelle.Richardson@mdhs.ms.gov  

 

Toni Kersh, Director, Youth Services 

Toni.Kersh@mdhs.ms.gov  

 

Dr. Dennis Daniels, Director of Institutions 

Dennis.Daniels@mdhs.ms.gov  

 

Eileen Anderson, Director, Community Services  

Eileen.Anderson@mdhs.ms.gov  

mailto:Bob.Anderson@mdhs.ms.gov
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Community Services Regions 




