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Division of Youth Services 

The Division of Youth Services (DYS) administers the community services and institutional programs for 
juveniles who have been adjudicated delinquent in Mississippi Youth Courts or who are at risk of be-
coming delinquent. DYS provides professional counseling, probation supervision and related services to 
children in their home communities, as well as education, rehabilitation and treatment services to chil-
dren committed to institutional care.  
 
 
MISSION 
The mission of DYS is to provide leadership within the Mississippi Juvenile Justice community to pro-
mote change for youth, family units and communities. It operates by creating legitimate, alternative 
pathways to adulthood through equal access to services that are the least intrusive, culturally sensitive 
and consistent with the highest professional standards.  
 
 
VISION 
The vision of DYS is that every child experience success in caring families and nurturing communities 
that cherish children and teach them to value family and community. This vision is guided by the fact 
that decisions and actions which affect children today, determine their quality of life tomorrow.  
 
 
COMMUNITY SERVICES PROGRAMS 
 
Goals  

To ensure a balanced approach of accountability, competency development and community safety 
while providing quality services that addresses the needs of children, their families, individual vic-
tims and the community.  

To test the effectiveness of community-based programs on reducing commitments to institutional 
care.  

To establish multi-agency, cooperative partnerships with local communities.  
To establish uniformity in DYS services, case management practices and procedures.  

 
Services 

 
Probation and After-Care Services are provided to juveniles referred to the Youth Courts in all 

82 courts in Mississippi. Individual, group and family counseling,  pre-court investigations, case manage-
ment, referral and placement services are provided by Youth Services counselors.  
 

The Interstate Commission for Juveniles (ICJ) and Child in Need of Supervision (CHINS)], 
along with the DYS, provides for the welfare and protection of juveniles and the public. Its purpose is 
accomplished through the cooperative supervision of delinquent juveniles on probation or parole, re-
turn of runaways, absconders and escapees, return of juveniles charged as delinquent and additional 
measures that any two or more party states may find desirable.  
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INSTITUTIONAL PROGRAMS 
Oakley Youth Development Center, located in rural Hinds County, incorporates holistic, therapeutic pro-
grams to promote rehabilitation. Oakley serves boys and girls who were adjudicated as delinquent by 
the Youth Court; courts ordered for commitment and are between the ages of 10 and 17. The psycho-
educational program offered is designed to build basic concepts of self-discipline, self-worth, personal 
responsibility, attention to detail, a sense of urgency and respect for constituted authority.  
 
Goals 
• To provide rehabilitative services to at-risk youth and their families.  
• To provide public safety to communities.  
• To focus on reducing the risk of re-offending.  
• To address the specific criminogenic factors causing delinquent behavior.  
 
 Intake and Admissions: Staff works through a diagnostic and evaluation protocol which gathers 
medical, dental, recreational, educational, vocational and psychological data on each student. Students 
receive a complete physical and full-scale psychological assessment which includes personality profil-
ing, drug and alcohol abuse risk questionnaire, suicide risk assessment, achievement testing and a trau-
ma risk assessment tool called the Trauma Symptom Checklist for Children.  
 
 Mental Health and Rehabilitative Programs: Individual and Group Therapy counseling pro-
vide Dialectical Behavior Therapy (DBT), Cognitive Behavior Therapy (CBT), social skills development, 
character education, anger management, sex education that includes information on sexually transmit-
ted diseases and abstinence, drug and alcohol awareness, character education, sexual offender counsel-
ing and psycho-correctional skills. The Honors Program (HP) is a voluntary program for eligible youth 
which combines specialized classes with work projects designed to benefit other youth at the facility 
and the public. The program allows youth to participate in the election process, contribute to the local 
community and learn to preserve the environment. Youth attend special classes, participate in the stu-
dent government, which helps direct the program activities, engage in work projects both on the Oakley 
campus and the in local community and earn additional privileges, both on-campus and off.  
 

Academic and Vocational Programs: Students are placed in academic and vocational classes at 
Williams School on the Oakley campus according to their previous school placement and additional edu-
cational evaluation. This enables students to continue their educational advancement during their com-
mitment. DYS' non-public school is accredited by the Mississippi Department of Education to provide a 
curriculum in conformity with the DYS mission and accreditation requirements.  
• Local Area Network (LAN) Computer Labs provide remedial, job interest assessment and cognitive 

development, facilitated by the Cognitive Development Program.  
• Electronic classrooms allow students to experience "virtual" field trips and view satellite downlinks 

of various programs.  
• Williams School has a licensed library/media specialist who provides instructional planning and de-

livery assistance to students and teachers.  
• GED Preparation and Testing is offered to eligible students.  
• ACT® preparation and testing is offered to students who have graduated or earned a GED.  

• Career Technical Education funds and grants are used to provide programs such as Welding, Car-

pentry, Small Engine Repair, Auto Body Repair, Basic Business Computer and Custodial Maintenance.  
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• Students can receive Serve Safe Certification through the Jobs for Mississippi Graduates Program. 
• Students who are eligible can take the ASVAB test. 
• A majority of the teachers are dual certified in their subject areas and Special Education. 
• Students take their state test (SATP and MAAP), while enrolled in the Williams School. 

 

Cooperative Programs: Wishing to expand services for the youth of Mississippi the Division has 
undertaken programs with organizations outside the agency. These services reach youth both in the In-
stitution as well as within the Community. 
  

Juvenile Justice – Translational Research on Intervention for Adolescents (JJ-TRIALS): This 
research project funded through the National Institute of Drug Abuse (NIDA) part of the National Insti-
tute of Health (NIH) is a five year cooperative agreement involving six research sites selected by NIDA. 
Mississippi is one of the research centers, specifically Mississippi State University with the primary re-
searcher Dr. Angela Robertson. The Division of Youth Services is the juvenile justice partner on the pro-
ject. The primary goal is to provide insight into the current state of HIV and substance use prevention 
and treatment services delivery within the juvenile justice system. To help improve the delivery of evi-
dence-based practices addressing prevention and treatment services targeting substance use and HIV 
behaviors in community based juvenile justice settings, and to advance the implementation science. 
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Adams County (1) 



21 

 

Alcorn County (2) 



22 

 

Amite County (3) 



23 

 

Attala County (4) 



24 

 

Benton County (5) 



25 

 

Bolivar County (6) 



26 

 

Calhoun County (7) 



27 

 

Carroll County (8) 



28 

 

Chickasaw County (9) 



29 

 

Choctaw County (10) 



30 

 

Claiborne County (11) 



31 

 

Clarke County (12) 



32 

 

Clay County (13) 



33 

 

Coahoma County (14) 



34 

 

Copiah County (15) 
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Covington County (16) 
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Desoto County (17) 
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Forrest County (18) 
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Franklin County (19) 
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George County (20) 
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Greene County (21) 



41 

 

Grenada County (22) 
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Hancock County (23) 
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Harrison County (24) 
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Hinds County (25) 
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Holmes County (26) 



46 

 

Humphreys County (27) 



47 

 

Issaquena County (28) 



48 

 

Itawamba County (29) 
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Jackson County (30) 



50 

 

Jasper County (31) 



51 

 

Jefferson County (32) 



52 

 

Jefferson Davis County (33) 



53 

 

Jones County (34) 
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Kemper County (35) 

No referrals to Kemper County  Youth Court in 2019. 
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Lafayette County (36) 



56 

 

Lamar County (37) 



57 

 

Lauderdale County (38) 
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Lawrence County (39) 



59 

 

Leake County (40) 



60 

 

Lee County (41) 



61 

 

Leflore County (42) 



62 

 

Lincoln County (43) 



63 

 

Lowndes County (44) 



64 

 

Madison County (45) 



65 

 

Marion County (46) 



66 

 

Marshall County (47) 



67 

 

Monroe County (48) 



68 

 

Montgomery County (49) 



69 

 

Neshoba County (50) 



70 

 

Newton County (51) 



71 

 

Noxubee County (52) 



72 

 

Oktibbeha County (53) 



73 

 

Panola County (54) 



74 

 

Pearl River County (55) 
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Perry County (56) 



76 

 

Pike County (57) 



77 

 

Pontotoc County (58) 



78 

 

Prentiss County (59) 



79 

 

Quitman County (60) 
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Rankin County (61) 
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Scott County (62) 
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Sharkey County (63) 
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Simpson County (64) 



84 

 

Smith County (65) 
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Stone County (66) 



86 

 

Sunflower County (67) 



87 

 

Tallahatchie County (68) 



88 

 

Tate County (69) 



89 

 

Tippah County (70) 



90 

 

Tishomingo County (71) 



91 

 

Tunica County (72) 



92 

 

Union County (73) 



93 

 

Walthall County (74) 



94 

 

Warren County (75) 



95 

 

Washington County (76) 



96 

 

Wayne County (77) 
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Webster County (78) 



98 

 

Wilkinson County (79) 



99 

 

Winston County (80) 



100 

 

Yalobusha County (81) 



101 

 

Yazoo County (82) 
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