MDHS Interest Call Questions and Answers

Question

MDHS Response

Does and organization qualify to submit a proposal if they serve
children of undocumented parents in their after school program?

Generally, undocumented immigrants, including children of
undocumented immigrants, are not eligible for TANF (Temporary
Assistance for Needy Families) benefits, including non-cash
assistance.

We have a 501c6. It is certified. Do you have to ac3

Registered nonprofits that offer programs or services that align
with the specific requirements of the RFP and comply with TANF
funding regulations may be considered for award.

Can you apply for this opportunity if you are working in home
childcare service?

MDHS is soliciting non-profit organizations and non-federal entities
(i.e., state government; local school districts), in multiple locations,
with successful experience providing support services to low-
income parents and legal guardians that live in Mississippi who are
working, job-seeking, and/or enrolled in a work training or
educational program.

Does the non profit organization have to be 501 (c) 3

No, registered nonprofits that offer programs or services that align
with the specific requirements of the RFP and comply with TANF
funding regulations may be considered for award.

Question: How Mc4k get to be apart MDHS? Why is it that some
nonprofits gets funding and others don't? How can | get funds to
help keep children and adults warm.

Specific to the funding opportunities discussed during the May 8,
2025 Interest Call, proposals that are submitted in compliance with
the RFP requirements, and score 75 or above by the RFP Review
Committee, may be eligible for an award.

Will funding request be denied to organizations who serve children
(American born) of Undocumented parents?

No.

Can either of these programs be combined with Title programs we
are currently implementing?

Yes. Appropriate cost allocations must be used. Funds may not be
comingled or supplanted.

Do you provide funding opportunities to nonprofits that are not
501c3?

Are community colleges eligible to receive this funding
opportunity?

Registered nonprofits that offer programs or services that align
with the specific requirements of the RFP and comply with TANF
funding regulations may be considered for award.

Community Colleges are eligible.

What documents are required for funding?

See section 4 of the RFP.

Could I teach CPR course throughout the community with one of
these RFPs?

Not as a stand-alone service. It would have to be offered as a
component of an eligible Afterschool Program Activity, Family
Dynamics Program, and/or Workforce Training and Education
Program.

Do you work with out of state vendors for workforce training?

We can but the services must be provided to Mississippians.

Will this cover funding for a NEMT business? Would this fall under
caring for an older adult?

No.

For the afterschool grant, can you share the total amount of
funding MDHS has allocated for this initiative?

Is there a minimum or maximum grant amount we can apply for?
Will funding be distributed per student, program site, or through a
flat award?

Will this grant be a one-year opportunity, or is multi-year funding
anticipated?

Is there a scoring rubric or application checklist available?

We do not have a set range for grant awards. We encourage
organizations to identify all reasonable and necessary costs to
meet the goals and requirements set forth in the applicable RFP
and to submit budgets sufficient for the successful operation of the
proposed program(s).

Funding should be based on actual administrative and program
needs and should show allocation to any lower-tier partners

Yes.

Can a 501(c)(3) submit Form 990 as our audited financial
statement?

Any organization that receives $1 million dollars, or more, in
federal funding must submit a single audit report.
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If we have an LLC, can we still apply?

Registered nonprofits that offer programs or services that align
with the specific requirements of the RFP and comply with TANF
funding regulations may be considered for award.

How many non-profits will be funded and will they be evenly
distributed throughout the state?

The number of programs awarded will be based on the availability
of funding. While it is a goal to provide programs in underserviced
areas of the State, distribution of programming will rely on the
service areas of responsive proposals.

Are Mental Health agencies approved to apply

General medical services are not allowed. However, counseling
services are allowed if they meet all other requirements as listed in
the RFP.

Could you apply for both. What is the difference in Workforce
training #1 and Workforce Development

Yes.

Afterschool Program Activities, Family Dynamics Programs, and
Workforce Training and Education Programs all have components
that must be provided to participants. Workforce supports are
support services (i.e. transportation, childcare, etc.) provided to
individuals meeting the requirements as set forth in the RFP.

Could you apply for both. What is the difference in Workforce
training #1 and Workforce Development #2

Yes.

Afterschool Program Activities, Family Dynamics Programs, and
Workforce Training and Education Programs all have components
that must be provided to participants. Workforce Supports are
support services (i.e. transportation, childcare, etc.) provided to
individuals meeting the requirements as set forth in the RFP.

| have a non-profit. Do | have to be in colloboration with a school
district to apply? | am in partnership with a few child care centers
would I qualify

There is no requirement to contract with or collaborate with a
school district, unless the scope of work proposed necessitates it.

What should the letter of intent include?

See Section 1.6 of the RFP.

is match funding needed?

No. Match funding is not required.

What documentation is required to verify the 200% of poverty line
requirement for participants in WSS?

Respondents should describe in detail their process for
determining eligibility; including what documentation they will
accept. Upon award, MDHS will provide technical assistance to
any organization that needs additional guidance in this area.

What is the age limit on afterschool programs?

Grades K-12

What if the non profit is automatically 501c3 under a church is that
still certified 501c3?

While churches are automatically considered tax-exempt under
section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, they are not
automatically recognized as such without applying for and
receiving a determination letter.

For Opportunity 1, can | write a proposal just for the Afterschool
portion or do | have to include all 3 parts?

You may write for one program or any combination of the three
based on your organizations core competencies and experience.

Will summer programs be considered ?
Is there a targeted population we will need to serve

There is nothing precluding summer programs.
Targeted populations are listed in the RFP for each type of
program.

Are 501c3s with religious ties permitted? It is not a religious entity
but connected to one.

Yes.

In WSS, are letters of collaboration required if you do not plan to
have lower-tier agreements?

If we have a 2021 TANF grant do we qualify for this RFP? If so, is
the overlap in services considered?

No, they are encouraged to show where you have done
partnerships in the past for the record of past performance.

Yes. Current 2021 TANF subgrantees may submit a proposal.
Overlap of services is not allowed. Direct question regarding the
term of your current subgrant to the funding division.




MDHS Interest Call Questions and Answers

Question

MDHS Response

For WSS, will all allowable costs in the approved budget be
reimbursable, or is it a % of total costs? And is any match required?

Reimbursement will be 100% of allowable costs.
There is no match requirement.

If an organization has the capacity and the connections to provide
services in an underserviced county, but does NOT currently have
employed staff in that county, will MDHS accept projections (incl.
staff salaries, supplies, and other expenses) to service that area? If
so, how then should the applicant respond to the RFP's request for
resumes?

Yes.
Resumes should be provided for any current staff and job
summaries should be provided for any vacancies.

Just to clarify, if an organization is applying for all 3 opportunities
in the first RFP. Do we submit one single propsal describing all
services or 3 individual submissions?

One proposal with all three programs.

Can agriculture training be considered as a skilled labor ?

Yes.

Can the lead organiztion be a national nonprofit who partners with
a MS org?

Yes.

If an applicant organization has executed a successful community-
based Afterschool Program and Workforce Development Program
WITHOUT any formal contractual relationship with a specific
entity, can families whom the Programs have serviced serve as
references?

We prefer organizations but there is no requirement who the letter
of collaberation comes from.

What is the total amount of funding available for each of the RFPs?

Funding caps have not been set.

can my audits be used as my financials

Until we see what the audit included, we cannot guarantee we can
use them.

In terms of Afterschool programs, will edtech vendors providing
virtual Reading and Math programs be considered?

Not as a stand-alone service. It would have to be offered as a
component of an eligible Afterschool Program Activity.

If an agency that is federal grant eligible able to apply

Yes. However, supplanting of other federal funds is not allowable.

Will there be a seperate RFP for Pl scope of service?

No. Parenthood Initiatives have been renamed Family Dynamics
Programs.

Can a nonprofit that uses the DeMinimis rate of 15% get indirect
for the Support Services RFP?

Yes.

Could you speak to reimbursement. | have worked with MDHS in
the past on a grant and did not receive reimbursement without
continuously asking and also, | was told last year that | would not
be reimbursed due to them not turning in paperwork in time

Subgrantees must submit general ledgers and participant data by
the 10th day of the month following the claim period. Proper
submissions are generally reimbursed within 45 days.

My non- profit is a HUD certified agency, we offer homebuyer
education classes, money management, credit counseling, financial
literacy, etc. We also have Safe Kids Gulf Coast which is a child
injury prevention coalition. would both of these quaily for the
grant?

Refer to the requirements stated in the RFP.

What happens to organizations who's programs begin before Jan. 1

Funding is not retroactive and expenditures are not eligible for
reimbursement until the execution of the subgrant agreement or
the effective start date of the grant period, whichever is later.

Can an LLC or Inc business apply for these funds?

Registered nonprofits that offer programs or services that align with
the specific requirements of the RFP and comply with TANF funding
regulations may be considered for award.

We would like to know more about the RFP process.

Can non-profit organizations apply for multiple funding
opportunities?

Yes.
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How are the grants distributed?
What is the length of the grant?
Can the grants be applied for more than once?

Grants are distributed based on the service area of awarded
programs.

The initial term is nine months, beginning January 1, 2026, with
four possible one year renewals.

Only one proposal per RFP should be submitted by an organization.

How does the funding work?
Will it help replenish a building for the children?

Capital expenditures that substantially increase the value of a
property are not allowable.

What are the qualifications to apply for this grant?
Do you currently have to already have a business or could you be
trying to start a new business?

Refer to the applicable RFP for requirements.
Start-up costs are not an allowable expense for reimbursement.

What criteria is used to determine who receives funding?

How long must organizations exist to receive funding- meaning,
can new organizations apply?

Are the funds reimbursement funds, or will they be given up front?

Responsive proposal that receive a score of 75 or higher may
receive funding. Yes, new organizations may apply, but funding will
not be provided for start-up costs associated with a new business
or organization.

There is an option to request a 60-day advance. Following the
initial advance, claims are paid through cost reimbursement.

What are the specific licenses and organization is required to have

There are none required my MDHS. If the services requires

to qualify licensure outside MDHS, those must be followed.
When will the application be available ? What does we need to The RFP is already available on the MDHS website. Please look
qualify? throught he RFP for requirements to qualify.

What makes me qualified to receive the grants. How long will it be
before the funds will be disbursed?

Proposals deemed responsive, that meet the requirements of the
RFP, and score a 75 or higher may qualify to receive funding.
The grant period begins January 1, 2026.

When is the structure of the proposal, how much can you request,
what is the process of applying?

Section 4.3 of the proposal outlines the structure, there is no limit
on the amount, section 1.1 outlines how to submit.

If awarded the grant what would be needed and what type of
events would be eligible to meet the grant requirements ?

A scope of service and budget narrative are negotiated as terms of
the subgrant agreement. The awarded organization would must
comply with the agreed upon terms of the subgrant agreement.

Will these grants be available long term or short term? If so, will
the grants be enough to support paying for all of our staffs and also
able to support with taking care of maintenance work, bills, and
other utilities at the center.

The initial term of the subgrant is nine months beginning January 1,
2026. Subgrants may be renewed up to four times for a one year
period. The obligation of MDHS to proceed under this Agreement
is conditioned upon the appropriation of funds by the Mississippi
State Legislature and/or the receipt of federal and state funds.

How and when do we submit a proposal

Section 1.1 of the RFP outlines how and when to submit.

Just want to understand step by step process to apply

See section 1.1 of the RFP.

Are grants available to assist the homeless and low income
families? Second, are grants available to non profits who want to
purchase a van to make a on the go resource center for homeless
individuals and for individuals in crisis?

Yes, as long as the requirements of the RFP are met.

Are you looking for certain areas of state to be served or is this for
statewide eligibility?

These RFPs are open statewide. Priority will be given to proposals
that will provide programs in underserviced areas of the state,
those counties with less than two active MDHS service providers
offering the same/similar service(s).
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1. Can a 501(c)(3) arts-based nonprofit offering afterschool and
summer programs qualify under this RFP?

2. Is there a funding range or maximum award amount per
organization?

3. Can one organization apply for multiple categories if our
programs serve both children and low-income parents?

1. Yes, as long as the requirements of the RFP are met.

2. No. Organizations are encouraged to review the goals and
requirements of the RFPs, to identify all reasonable and necessary
costs applicable to the successful operation of the proposed
program(s), and to submit a budget that aligns with the proposed
scope of service and federal cost principles.

3. Yes. However, duplication of services is not allowed. This means
that two programs may serve the same individuals, so long as the
services provided are not the same.

How do | got by filling out the application for the funding ?

We require submission of a proposal. See section 1 and section 4
of the RFP.

What are the qualifications

Please refer the requirements as stated in the RFP.

Are LLCs eligible to apply for this funding opportunity, or is it
limited strictly to 501(c)(3) nonprofits or government agencies?

If LLCs are not eligible, would a fiscal sponsorship or partnership
with a nonprofit organization make my program eligible to receive
funding?

Can an LLC contract with a nonprofit as a program provider

under their grant, if the nonprofit is the applicant?

Are there required partnerships or preferred collaborators that
strengthen an application?
Can we submit more than one program idea or location under a
single proposal if they serve the same population?

Is this a one-time funding opportunity or will there be
potential for renewal or continuation?

Certification of nonprofit status is required to be eligible to submit
a proposal as a Lead Agency.

A nonprofit may partner with other organizations to provide
programmatic or administrative services.

Partnerships that provide additional supports, efficiency,
experience, or service locations may strengthen a proposal.

Yes, as long is there is no duplication of services.

There is potential to renew for up to four one-year periods

What are the qualifications to receive this assistance?

Please refer to the requirements as stated in the RFP.

My organization would provide caregivers to sit with children in
their own home setting much like caregivers sit with the elderly.
Would this type of organization be eligible for grants if it is a
nonprofit?

What are the time frames that funding will have to be depleted?

Can funding be requested for more than one service? After school
program and summer activities?

What are the eligibility requirements for people who want to
receive services, and what documents will they need to provide?
What will subgrant reporting look like, including frequency of
reports and types of reports?

Please refer to the requirements as stated in the RFP.

The term of the subgrant.

We utilize a hybrid method of funding. An advance may be
requested for first 60 days of budgeted expenses; a justification of
need will be required. All other claims will be in the form of cost
reimbursement. Any advanced funds not expended by the end of
the grant period must be returned to MDHS.

Yes

Please refer to the requirements as stated in the RFP.

Do these grants offer any opportunities for - for profit childcare
centers?

For-profit organizations do not qualify as a Lead Agency.

My nonprofit is not 501c3 certified, do | still qualify for funds?

Certification of nonprofit status is required to be eligible to submit
a proposal as a Lead Agency.

Is there an age limit for the children on who can participate for the
summer program?

Grades K-12
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If approved, how long will the funding last and how soon will the
funding be available for parents? Will there be a cap on the
number of centers that can apply?

The initial term of the subgrant will be nine months beginning
January 1, 2026 and may renew for up to four one-year periods.
Claims for reimbursement should be submitted by the 10th day of
the month following the month of expenditure.

No

What programs that are being offered.

Please refer to the RFP.

We are ready to apply, how and when?

See section 1 of the RFP.

Are there priority points for organizations that will provide services
in rural areas?

Points will not be utilized for this purpose.

Where is the application? When can we apply? How will
organizations be selected? What is the time frame for this
opportunity and how long will it last?

Information regarding RFP requirements and timelines are included
in the RFP. Please visit our website for more information regarding
Procurement: mdhs.ms.gov.ms.gov/support/procurement/

How does the program work? What are the requirements? If your
program is in the initiative phase can you still apply? We are
looking to become an after-school and summer program.

Please refer to the requirements as stated in the RFP.
Yes, new program initiatives offered by existing organizations may
qualify.

Are these funds available to private schools accredited through the
state?

Private schools may submit a proposal in compliance with the
requirements of an RFP.

What types of parent support opportunities are included?

Please refer to the RFP.

What it takes to get the grant

Please refer to the requirements as stated in the RFP.

Do | have to be a 501c3 organization to be qualified. Does youth
sports activities qualify?

Certification of nonprofit status is required to be eligible to submit
a proposal as a Lead Agency.

Not as a stand alone component; the other requirements of the
RFP must be met.

How to began to get a grant for the summer? When to apply?

Refer to section 1.1.1 of the RFP for deadlines.

Will the program assist with startup childcare?

No, start-up costs are not allowable.

How can we get funding and what are the requirements ?

Please refer to the instructions and requirements as stated in the
RFP.

All process and requirements related questions

See section 1 and section 4 of the RFP.

What are the specific requirements and levels of funding for the
grant opportunity.

Please refer to the requirements as stated in the RFP.
Organizations are encouraged to review the goals and
requirements of the RFPs to identify all reasonable and necessary
costs applicable to the successful operation of the proposed
program(s). A budget should be submitted that aligns with the
proposed scope of service and federal cost principles.

Will this grant help low-income parents that no longer have
certificate for childcare
remain in the work force?

Yes.

Will they're being grants for in-home child care providers that
provide care for working parents that are on a fixed income

Please refer to the requirements as stated in the RFP.

Can these funds be used to start a child care or it has to be an
established business?

Start-up costs are not allowable.

How can i get agrant

Please refer to the instructions and requirements as stated in the
RFP.

Can our organization provide multiple services under this grant?

Yes.

Interested in forming parent support group

Start-up costs are not allowable.

| would to be able to transport clients to from appointment or
delivery of meals to disable clients. | work in the medical career.

Please refer to the requirements as stated in the RFP.

I would like to start a business based on the need in West Point,
MS.

Start-up costs are not allowable.




MDHS Interest Call Questions and Answers

Question

MDHS Response

I’'m interested in learning more about this proposal. | would like
more information to consider starting a

Please refer to the instructions and requirements as stated in the
RFP.

How can we contribute to strong families in our communities?

Please refer to the instructions and requirements as stated in the
RFP.

Interested in seeing if any of the grant funds can be used for
healthcare related services.

Generally, medical expenses are not allowable. Some exceptions
include non-medical mental health and substance abuse services
and some medical expenses required for obtaining or retaining a
job.

| have 8 counties | serve, with 10 plus social workers. | want to
inquire about opportunities to increase our family's strengths in
the places we serve. Educational, parenting, job-training and
healthy homes are our focus. Can you assist with funding?

Please review the Request for Proposals that were released by the
agency.

1. What's the duration period for funding?
2. What's the expected amount to be budgeted?

1. The initial term of the subgrant is nine months beginning
January 1, 2026 with the potential to renew for up to four one-year
periods.

2. Organizations are encouraged to review the goals and
requirements of the RFPs to identify all reasonable and necessary
costs applicable to the successful operation of the proposed
program(s). A budget should be submitted that aligns with the
proposed scope of service and federal cost principles.

How will the grants assist non-profit after school programs and
how much funding will the grant pay?

Organizations are encouraged to review the goals and
requirements of the RFPs to identify all reasonable and necessary
costs applicable to the successful operation of the proposed
program(s). A budget should be submitted that aligns with the
proposed scope of service and federal cost principles.

We are software as a service provider helping families and
stakeholder access services and resources in their communities.
Here is an example wondering if we qualify.
https://family.networkofcare.org/Johnson-tx

Please refer to the requirements as stated in the RFP.

How soon are you looking to implement this program and get this
project started.

The initial term of the subgrant is nine months beginning January 1,
2026 with the potential to renew for up to four one-year periods.

Requesting information on receiving a grant for Transportation
needs for elderly people.

Please refer to the instructions and requirements as stated in the
RFP.

Requesting information on receiving a grant for Transportation
needs for elderly people.

Please refer to the instructions and requirements as stated in the
RFP.

Is grant funding possible for an out of state non profit
organization?

Yes, however program participants must reside in Mississippi.

Do you have to have a 501C3 to qualify?

Certification of nonprofit status is required.

How can WINN apply for RFP to help young ladies age .18-24 who
are aging out of foster care, in transition , homeless are at risk. The
home is ready and operational and has room for six with 24 hour
supervision. | woukd like to know how to see referrals.

Please refer to the instructions and requirements as stated in the
RFP.

| would love to know how | can be of assistance as a counselor who
can provide counseling services?

Please refer to the instructions and requirements as stated in the
RFP.
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Looking to seek funding to start child care for single parents. Also
need help with funding and transportation, clothing, summer care
expenses ! Single parent on low income funding to help with
children and bills

Funds are not allowed to be spent to start new businesses or
organizations.

Do daycares qualify for this?

Please refer to the requirements as stated in the RFP.

What types of funding are available for
After School and Summer Camp.

Organizations are encouraged to review the goals and
requirements of the RFPs to identify all reasonable and necessary
costs applicable to the successful operation of the proposed
program(s). A budget should be submitted that aligns with the
proposed scope of service and federal cost principles.

1. How much available funding for 2025 summer camp?

2. Any restrictions

3. Is the funding to be reimbursed to the nonprofit or some funding
can be allocated in advance?

1. Organizations are encouraged to review the goals and
requirements of the RFPs to identify all reasonable and necessary
costs applicable to the successful operation of the proposed
program(s). A budget should be submitted that aligns with the
proposed scope of service and federal cost principles.

2. Please refer to the RFP and the federal cost principles.

3. Both. A 60-day advance may be requested. Additional funding
will be provided in the form of cost reimbursements through an
established claims submission, review, and approval/denial
process.

When is the Afterschool Program start date?

The initial term of the subgrant is nine months beginning January 1,
2026 with the potential to renew for up to four one-year periods.

We are a non-governmental for profit company, and we operate
private non-public schools;
do we qualify for these programs?

Certification of nonprofit status is required to be eligible to submit
a proposal as a Lead Agency.

How is this program going to be funded?

The RFPs discussed during the May 8, 2025 Interest Call will be
funding by the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)
Block Grant.

| need funding for our After School Program.

Please refer to the instructions and requirements as stated in the
RFP.

I am not a Non Profit Center Will | qualify?

Certification of nonprofit status is required to be eligible to submit
a proposal as a Lead Agency.

Does this grant support "for profit" organizations?

Certification of nonprofit status is required to be eligible to submit
a proposal as a Lead Agency.

Will be getting funded for childcare?

Please refer to the requirements as stated in the RFP.

How can our After School Program can benefit from these funds.

Organizations are encouraged to review the goals and
requirements of the RFPs to identify all reasonable and necessary
costs applicable to the successful operation of the proposed
program(s). A budget should be submitted that aligns with the
proposed scope of service and federal cost principles.

Will I qualify for any programs to provide technical or stems
programs to build or stimulate growth in this area for my students?

Please refer to the requirements as stated in the RFP.

| want to know do My facility Qualify for the program.

Please refer to the requirements as stated in the RFP.

| am interested in receiving funding for my summer camp.

Please refer to the instructions and requirements as stated in the
RFP.

Trying to get information on fundings. | just opening up the 1st of
the year and | open up with my savings and now I’'m needed help
for play ground equipments, learning materials, toys, beds, etc.

Please refer to the instructions and requirements as stated in the
RFP.

Can we get a list of attendees?

We are not sharing at this time but a Public Records Request can
be submitted.
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| would like more information on a couple of the funding
opportunities that's available, to see if it's possible for my non-
profit organization to apply.

Please refer to the instructions and requirements as stated in the
RFP.

How does the grant work? | will be opening a inhome daycare in
september and will be keeping 5 kids. so this would be a great
thing for my business

Please refer to the requirements as stated in the RFP.

How can my organization get involved.

Please refer to the instructions and requirements as stated in the
RFP.

I would like more information on the afterschool and summer
enrichment funding. what the requirements to apply for funding.

Please refer to the instructions and requirements as stated in the
RFP.

| would like to get information on funding for summer programs

Please refer to the instructions and requirements as stated in the
RFP.

| want to know more about the opportunity to assist on work-
related clothing, tools, and supplies; or other services designed to
help low-income parents. gain or maintain employment. | am an
HR professional who help coach and develop employees.

Please refer to the instructions and requirements as stated in the
RFP.

I will not be able to attend. Will this be recorded and emailed to
those are interested? Thank you

A link to the recording of the meeting was emailed to all individuals
registered for the call.




